
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 
PRELUDE    “Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis” — Ralph Vaughan Williams, Arr. Jamin Hoffman 
  Dan McDougall, organ 
 
WELCOME  Nikki Passante and Doug Gerdts 
 
OPENING SENTENCES    

One: In the wilderness, water brings life. 
All:  Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water. 
One: In the Word of God, the good news gives light. 
All:  Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding. 
One: In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior nourishes everyone. 
All:  Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself. 
One: Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 

 
HYMN #482 “Baptized in Water” (page 7 below) 
  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess to God and to one another our failure to love our neighbor. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: God of mercy, 
We have not loved others as you have loved us. 
We have denied the promises of baptism and cut ourselves off from you. 
Forgive us, restore us, that we may abide in your love and live out your mercy, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: You have already been cleansed by the word that God has spoken to you. 
In baptism God claimed you and joined you to Christ. 
Believe the promise given to you: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
One: Come, Holy Spirit, that through your word we may be guided into the love of God for all the 

world. Amen 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About 
whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began 
to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
ANTHEM “I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing” — arr. Valerie W. Stephenson Moore Bells 
 
SERMON  “El Camino Real” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 
MUSIC #475 Meditation on NETTLETON, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (page 8 below) 
  Dan McDougall, piano 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Air (from Water Music) — G.F. Handel Dan McDougall, organ 
 
 ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here—from wherever you 
may be. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. 
Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A weekly newsletter is emailed out each Thursday. 
Subscribe here. 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION has moved to the portico. Pastors and elders 
are there each Sunday from 11 – 12 to greet you, properly masked and socially distanced of course. (For 
online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 
TODAY IS BLANKET SUNDAY – Presbyterian Women invites you to support the Church World Service 
Blanket Appeal today on Mother’s Day. CWS writes: “When difficult times happen, a kind and loving 
response can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was created—to give a kind, 
loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are not 
alone.” Through our generosity and that of others our most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel 
safe and keep warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters. Donations may be made by dropping off an 
envelope marked “CWS Blanket Appeal” at the Sunday morning drive-through or online at 
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now. When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single 
blanket goes a long way. 
 
MUSIC NOTES FOR May 9: 

Hymn – “Baptized in Water” 
This song explains the New Testament theology of baptism in a rather compact way. The first line in each 
stanza alludes to John 3:5, Ephesians 1:13, and 1 Peter 3:21. The rest of each stanza explains the process 
symbolized by baptism: being cleansed by Christ’s blood for salvation and godly living (st. 1); dying and being 
buried with Christ and rising again, free and forgiven (st. 2); and gaining the privilege of becoming God’s 
children through Christ (st. 3). Each stanza also finishes with a note of praise to God. 
 

Anthem – “I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing” 
Today we welcome the Moore Bells ringing an arrangement by Valerie W. Stephenson of the traditional 
spiritual, “I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing.” Our ringers this morning are Corinne Brandt, 
Rebecca Bryan, Kristin Carberry, Betsy Fiorello, Rebecca Lentine, Liz Olson, Dale Schulz, Julie Shannon, 
Christine Torigian, Pam Verzella, and Nancy Ruth Wainwright. 

 

Music – Meditation on NETTLETON, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
The hymn tune NETTLETON, to which we sing “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” was first published as a 
new tune without any composer listed in John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, published in 
1813. Originally, the tune was called HALLELUJAH or GOOD SHEPHERD. It has been attributed to Wyeth (1770-
1858), a printer by trade, who was known in the history of hymnody as a compiler and publisher of early 
shape-note tune books. However there is no evidence that he also wrote music, as he was not himself a 
musician. NETTLETON has also been attributed to Asahel Nettleton (1783-1844), who was a well-known 
evangelist of the early nineteenth century for whom it was named. Nettleton published Village Hymns (1825), 
but this compilation had no music and there is no indication that Nettleton wrote any tunes at any time. 
 
NEW MEMBERS CLASSES START TODAY! First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting 
spring New Members classes via Zoom on Sunday May 9th, and Sunday May 16th. Start time for both 
meetings is 1:00 and each will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply 
learning more about membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, 
share more about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes 
Presbyterians unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or any questions.  
 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82575210577
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 
activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 
can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 
 
YOUTH GROUP – Show your mother some love! Youth group is taking this Sunday off and will get back 
together next Sunday, May 16. 
 
MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Conversation on Race takes a break today for Mother’s 
Day. Look for a new discussion topic next week. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com.  
 
PW VIRTUAL SPRING GATHERING, TUESDAY, MAY 11 – All are invited to 
join the Presbyterian Women (PW) of our church for its virtual spring gathering. Mark 
your calendar for this Tuesday, May 11, at 1 p.m. when the membership and friends 
will gather via Zoom for a time of fellowship and fun. To add to the festive atmosphere 
of the event, come wearing your most festive hat and bring along a favorite dessert. 
Our guest speaker will be Carrie Wiggins of Feed my Starving Children, who will 
share with us how FMSC has met the challenge of these unusual times.   
 
CALLING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS – IT’S DEACONS SCHOLARSHIP TIME! Scholarships are 
available to class of 2021 High School Seniors who are members of First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield 
and who will be attending either a two- or four-year college in the fall of 2021. To get full details, click here. 
You can download and complete the application from the First Presbyterian Church website here or call the 
church office at (856) 429-1960 to get a paper form mailed. Application deadline is June 5. 
 
PER CAPITA – First Presbyterian members and friends did a wonderful job of maintaining the church’s 
financial health in 2020—a difficult year for so many. 2021 is a new year, bringing with it new hope. And the 
work of the church continues. One of the most important ways to keep the church in shape for its role in the 
world is paying your per capita amount each year. $37 per confirmed member is the amount FPCH pays to 
Presbytery for its support of our ministers and programs and to maintain our connections with the larger 
denomination. In 2020, the Presbytery was generous to us in its financial support through grants for 
technology and mission and in providing support and training for the pastors, helping to keep the church 
steady through transition. Please do your part in return—use the “Per Capita” fund when giving online or label 
checks to indicate a per capita payment. Thank you! 
 
BARB SEWALL RETIRING – Barbara Sewall will be retiring from First Presbyterian Church Preschool on 
May 28, 2021. Barb has served on FPC staff as the Preschool Director since 1983. For 38 years she has been 
devoted to the Church and the Preschool. Barb has welcomed thousands of children and dozens of staff 
members into a loving and supportive Christian atmosphere. She created a school where children feel 
encouraged, are recognized for their uniqueness and have the opportunity to develop friendships. Barb’s core 
values and legacy will continue for many years to come under the leadership of Marisa McGovern, who was 
appointed as Preschool Director on July 1, 2020. First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield would like to wish 
Barbara well as she begins her next chapter. Your gratitude and appreciation for Barbara’s service can be 
expressed through cards and/or donations to her purse. We will be collecting now until May 21st at the drive-
through on Sunday mornings. Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and put Barbara’s 
name in the memo or donate online at www.haddonfieldpres.org through Realm if you prefer. You may also 
drop off cards/donations to the Preschool office or Church mailbox Monday-Friday 9:00 AM -12:00 PM.  
 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Board%20of%20Deacons%20Scholarship%202021%20-%20Instructions.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Scholarship%20Application%20Board%20of%20Deacons%202021.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 
conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The text for Tuesday, 
May 11 is Acts 1:1-11. Zoom link 
 
OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY– Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. Contact Doug here for info. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 
Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 
welcome to jump in when you are able. 
 
ST WILFRID’S – This week marks the 59th straight week that the Open-Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has 
distributed food during the pandemic: 86 bags, 5,480 total, over 137,000 pounds of food and dry goods. 
Thank you all for your generous collections and contributions. 
Needs: Rice, pasta, macaroni and cheese, applesauce, toothpaste, and bars of soap plastic grocery bags 
from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and newspaper bags to hold 
hygiene products. We are starting to collect box fans as the temperature rises AND to collect backpacks to 
give out when school starts again in September. We estimate needing 75 backpacks These items may be 
dropped off in the bins behind Grace Episcopal Church on weekdays or on Sundays at the drive-through 
after church from 11-12. If you would like to know more about this mission or would be interested in 
helping in any way-please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342. Leave a message and Jill will get back to 
you. www.opendoorcliniccamden.org. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
Please keep members and friends of the congregation in your prayers. The Prayer List will be available in 
each Sunday’s bulletin. If you would like to add a personal prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or 
Anne Vial. Please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The Prayer Request portal on the 
website is still available for private requests sent directly to the pastors. 
Prayers for the Church 
 

• Please pray for our staff, musicians, volunteers, and officers – elders and deacons, our mission study 
committee, our pastors and session.  

• Alberta Kramer on the death of her daughter and son-in-law (5/6 - pastors) 
• Prayers for Travis; a young adult brain tumor survivor who had a sudden and serious seizure. Prayers 

for his mom Beth, as she navigates this with him. (4/26- T. Adkins) 
• Please pray for the family of Dave Constantine on his death (4/30 - M. Taffett, W. Pross) 
• Caroline Yount and Geoffrey Mulvihill on the death of Geoff’s mother, and pray for strength, 

sustenance, and rest for both Caroline and Geoff as they continue to care for loved ones (4/26 - 
pastors) 

• Luisa Silva, an infectious disease specialist in the state of Texas working on the front lines of 
covid.  Please pray for her safety and for her colleagues. (4/19 - R. Silva De Foote)  

• Linda Quick on the passing of her brother David (4/11 - pastors) 
Prayers for the World 

• Prayers for India as they battle Covid-19  
• Daily gun violence and mass shootings in our country 

                        (5/6- pastors) 
The Prayer Request portal on the website is still available for private requests sent directly to the pastors. 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86437257464
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus%20Two%203-4-21.pdf
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/prayerrequest
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MEMBER CARE FOR THE CONGREGATION – We have a team of folks available to hear your 
concerns about any members who might be struggling, lonely, or need a phone call. Send an email with your 
concerns to one of the Member Care Coordination Team: 

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  
Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  
Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  
Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  
Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 
 
SCRIPTURE READING for May 16: Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when 
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 
Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 
Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 
Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
   

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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CWS Blanket Offering: 
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